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was at first heard, but the fuss made by Shelley over
his death caused it ultimately to be rumoured that he
was a fellow of such namby-pamby temperament,
that, upon reading an article in the Quarterly Review
which dealt with his so-called poems as they deserved,
he went and died. Further enquiry elicited the fact
that he was not a gentleman.

This " case for the prosecution " seriously damaged
the general position of the poet. In Elizabethan times,
when poetry was often practised by men of rank, there
was no prejudice against it. A century or more later,
when the system of patronage was firmly established,
the picture of the needy poet dependingupon and trying
to please the wealthy patron introduced the "not quite
a gentleman " idea: and it wanted only one or two-
conspicuous instances of badly behaved poets to fix
the stigma from which poetry is only now recovering.

Percy Bysshe Shelley was born near Horsham, in
1792, of a sound county family. The love of humanity
and hatred of oppression which were his strongest
passions broke out early. The rough life at Eton in
those days did not suit him, and he revolted against
the fagging system. When he went to Oxford, the
revolt took another form. Shelley and a friend of his
named Thomas Hogg produced a pamphlet called
The Necessity of Atheism. This was a protest, not
against God, but against the popular interpretation
of God which was current at the time: for Shelley's
belief in " a pervading Spirit co-eternal with the uni-
verse " remained with him to the end of his short life.
It was not likely, however, that the university authori-
ties would appreciate this distinction : and Shelley
was sent down.